a

.
group of Baka pygmy hunters stands
motionLess among a tfangLe of Trees and
vines. BUt instead of carrying bows or
Long bLowguns as their ancestors did,

these hunters are armed with rifLes.
AlLready severalL biana monkeuys (CERCOPITHECUS DIANA) dangLe from
one of the men’s belts. By the end of the hunt, this group coulLd
bring down animals as Large as a forest eLephant (LOXODONTA
AFRICANA CYCLOTIS), which could feed a pygmy viLLage for months.
But these hunters won't be keeping most of their catch.

Drop into any restaurant in most of central Africa’s major cities,
and the menu wilLL incLude some form of “beef.” BUt chances are
very grear it isn't beef ar aLL. Mmore LikeLy it’s a forest anteLope
Known as a duiker
(CEPHALOPHUS SP.) Or per-
haps a red forest buffalLo
(SYNCERUS CAFFER NANUS).
Head up the congo Rriver
10 more remote Towns,
and The menu often telLs it Like it iS: okapi (OKAPIA JOHNSTONI),
Tree pangoLin (MANIS TRICUSPIS), crocodil.e (CROCODYLUS Sp.)—-even
chimp (PAN TROGLODYTES).
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(DRC), and Kisangani far to the northeast, As the
hoats come in sight of a settlement, there is a mad
scrambile of dugout canoes that race out to trade,
swarming like fry around a giant fish.

Swiss nature photographer Kard Ammann and
his wife Kathy were traveling on one such river
boat in 1988 and were struck by the amount of
wildlife being brought onboard from the canoes,
The riverboat’s marketplace had gone into high
gear, and a huge array of African animals—dead
and alive—was being traded for luxuries like tin
sheeting, galvanized pots, and bottled beer, The
meat, fresh and smoked, was purchased, then
tagged and packed into
massive onboard (receers,
By the time the hoat
reached Kisangani, there
were several thousand pri-
mate carcasses onboard,
What was particularly dis-
turbing was the kind of
meal the Ammanns saw;
lowland gorilla ( (ovilla go-
rilla gorilla), chimp, bonobo
( Pan paniscus), and man-
drill { Fapio sphiirc—all en-
dangered and supposedly
protected species. For Ammann, it was a pivotal
moment. Fver since then, he has devoted has life
to the issue and has become a provocative leading
voice in the outcry against the bushmeat trade.

While people have always eaten wild animals
in Africa, the forces of social and economic
change are now rewriting the rules of the hunt.
Flying over the vast landscape of Cameroon,
Gabon, or the Congo, you will pass over nearly
1.5 million square miles of lush green rainforest,
roughly the size of France. In the 1960s, this jun-
glescape would have stretched to the horizon, an
enormous sca of trees, But today one quickly en
counters a huge checkerboard of logging con-
cession cuts carved into the forest and connected
by a network of brown, muddy roads. Scores of

timber companies from Europe,
America, and the Far East have
come to West and central Africa
in scarch of rare tropical woods
that can fetch up w $10,000 per
trunk on the international mar-
ket. Welcomed by cash-poor
countries wracked with unem-
ployment and civil strife, logging
has become a multi-billion-dol

lar industry, providing the third
most important source of na-
tional income—after oil and

The commercial bushmeat trade has
expanded so dramatically in the past 30
years that today conservationists are
describing it as one of the greatest
threats to the natural world.

mining—for West and central African nations.
The Bushmieat Crisis Task Force, a consor-
tium of 28 different conservation organizations
focusing on the issue, estimates that nearty 38,000
square miles of rainforest are opened through-
out central Africa each year. Stands of rare and
valuable sipo ( Entandrophragma utile) or okume
[ Aucomea klnineana) trees are few and far be-
tween, and to get to them loggers have to build
roads through virgin, old-growth forest. Despite
industry claims, few, if any, timber companies
prowide food for the migrant workers they bring
in. Instead, loggers are quietly given 12-gauge
shotguns or are allowed to hire hunters who know
the forests, like local Bantu or Pygmies, to bring
in fresh bushmeat to feed the hundreds of em

ployees and their families who live
on the concessions. This tacit
arrangement keeps both emplover
and employees happy: The work-
ers get the same game meat they
often eat in their villages, and the
company doesn't have to pay for
it.

Hunters usually hitch a ride
each morning on company log-
ging trucks as they head out to the
culting sites, promising to bring
the driver a monkey or a duiker as
payment. Remiote
areas of forest
that would take
weeks o walk
into now can be
reached by truck
in a matter of
hours. Hunters
shoot anvthing
they can find,
though larpe
ungulates and
primates are con
sidered the tasti-
est. After a day of hunting, the men butcher and
then smoke their kill to preserve it in the
100-degree heat. Their forest camps are often
shared with bushmeat traders, as well as foragers
filling baskets with fruit, honey, or medicinal
plants. Traders buy the meat right there, often
paying with 9-ball Chevrotine rifle cartridges that
can bring down gorillas or elephants with a
single blast.

The creation of roads and the introduction
of modern firearms to these remate regions of
Africa has had a powerful effect on hunting in
the rainforest, lrdrl:\r_url'llint: ina .\inj_.;ll.: penera-
tion what had been a venerable tradition of sub-
sistence hunting into a kind of get-rich-quick

scheme that anvone with a pun can atlempl.
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BUSHMEAT

By the time the boat reached Kisangani,
there were several thousand primate
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Carroll reports that the loggers sweep into an
area, plucking the choicest hardwoods from the
jungle, and then move on to another conces-
sion—Ileaving behind a network of abandoned
camps, survey trails, and logging roads. But be-
fore the forest can reclaim these areas, a flood of
African settlers moves into the newly opened
land. They establish permanent farms and vil-
lages, use slash-and-burn agriculture, and shoot
any wildlife they see. According to Ammann, one
European logging company operating in the
northern DRC reported 200 people in the
concession region when they arrived, Now there
are 7,000.

War is another reason large numbers of peo-
ple head into the forest. According to the World
Conservation Union (IUCN), two internation-
ally recognized World Heritage parks are cur-
rently battlefields in an ongoing civil war in the
IXRC (formerly Zaire) that has killed an estimated
three million people. Thousands of refugees flee-
ing soldiers from either side of the conflict are
now hiding in the Kaheuzi- Biega and Okapi na-
tional parks not far from the fighting, Desperate
to survive, the refugees rely heavily on bushmeat,

olten using semi-automatic weapons obtained
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parks’ wildlife have been devastating, According
to the Diane Fossey Gorilla Fund, of an estimated
8,000 lowland gorillas in the region before the
war, only about 1,000 still survive. Trade, how-
ever, is thriving. Refugees agree to hunt bushmeat
tor either the government’s forces or the rebels,
with the understanding that any elephant tusks
g0 10 the military for the ivory trade. The IUCN
also reports that both sides in the war are mak-
ing so much money trading mined gold, dia-
monds, and coltan (a mineral vital to the
production of microchips) (o international com-
panies that the conflict may continue indefinitely.

To the west, across the Congo River in the
smaller Republic of Congo (RDIC), war isn't rag-
ing, but the flow of bushmeat is just as great.
Truckloads of dead wild animals are brought out
of the forests and sold o middlemen, who send
the meat on by truck, rail, boat, or airplane for
resale to the restaurants and markets of major
cities. Local taboos against the eating of some an-
imals have done little to curb the trade because
hunters don't have to eat what they catch.
Bushmeat hunters can make between $300 and
$1,000 a year, a princely amount for villagers in
Africa. According to John Robinson, Director of

“We estimate that in excess of five million
metric tons of bushmeat are coming out of
Alfrica’s forests every year,” says Robinson. “That's
a multi-billion-dollar industry, and there aren't
very many of those in Africa!”

In the sultry heat of late afternoon, open-air
muarkets shimmer with activity in the brawny port
city of Libreville on the coast of Gabon. Rich and
poor, sophisticated and rustic, people mingle
amid the colors, sounds, and smels of commerce.,
Bushmeat is displayed in quantity: elephant
trunks, arms and legs of gorilla, smoked porcu-
pine (Atherurus africanus), and a bewildering
array of insects and lizards splayed and ready for
the stew pot. Karl Ammann reports that bush-
mwcat markets like this one can be found in major
cities throughout central Africa. At upscale su-
permarkets, dephant steaks can go for the equiv-
alent of $6 a pound, three times the local price
of beef. Here bushmeat isn't a staple; it's a
gourmel food.

In the cities, it's the well-heeled urbanites who
pay top dollar for bushmeat, which fetches ten
times the amount the hunter in the forest camed.
Urban Africans on average cat the same amount
of meat per year that Western peoples do, but



they prefer bushmeat largely because
it is traditional food. For city dwellers,
bushmeat is a taste of home, |_1r:|]1g,-
ing back memories of village life that
for many no longer exists. Some
wealthy Africans employ bushmeat
hunters 1 bring home dinner the way
Westerners hire gardeners. For peo

p]c in rural areas, bushmeat hunting
15 considered a supplement to foaod
income.  Conservation
International reports that more than
half of all men above age 15 in the

dlh.‘i

Ivory Coast identify themselves as
hunters, and nearly all are farmers.
According to Mohammed Bakarr,
Dhrector of the Center for Applied
Biodiversity  at
[nternational, bushmeat is a cuisine

Lonservalion

that crosses all social barriers in
Adnca.

“In our culture, we eat every
thing,” Bakarr says. “Almost 90 per
cent of anything that moves in West
Alrica is caten. That's not only mams-
mials but everything, induding inver
tebrates. For anvbody, rom the
President to the person in the village,
bushmeat is seen as a delicacy”

Traditional healers wse large num
bers of animal skulls, hones, skin, and
feet for folk medicine. Gorilla meat is
believed to make one strong and
powerful. Bushmeat has powerful so-
cial significance as well. In rural H
L ameroon, to present a guest with the
hand of a gorilla is a sign of esteem. Furthermore,
the pervasive credo, The forest will always provide,
dovetails with the still predominant Christian
theology of central Africa: God has made the an
irvals for man fo wse, and He alore can make them

COPRE OF §0 ahwady.

The Silence of the Woods

There are no hard facts on either the bushmeat
trade or the animals it affects, Those who par
ticipate in the trade don't keep records, and few
conservationists have had either the ability or

inclination to venture into the dan
gerous regpons of central Africa where
the bushmest trade is most pervasive.
Information tends (o Glter in from the
field, based on isolated surveys, anec
dotes, and the private investigations
of independent crusaders like Karl
Ammann. According to the Bushmeat
Crisis Task Force, hundreds of animal
species in the region ace the threat of
extinction in as little as ten years
Primates and other animals that
reproduce slowly and have only a few
young are among those in the great
st danger.

Last year, scientists reported that
populations of Miss Waldron's red
colobus monkey ( Procolobus badius
witllrow) had dipped so precipitously
that the once plentiful primate was be
lieved extinct [see “BioAlmanac,
Movember/December 2000 ZooCsoer]
Wild populations of chimpanzees
once numbered in the millions
throughout the ( Ongo region byt
today it is estimated that no more than
150,000 remain. Apart from people
killing them, many are captured for
sale as pets. The lucky ones are
delivered to Africa's few primate or-
phanages, though most of these are
now full,

Populations of lowland goriltas and
bonobos have also |'l|.'1_'1'| SCY |::||_']'!.'
affected, not only from poaching but
also frum habitat fragmentation
caused by logging. Primatologist and bushmeat
activist Jane Goodall has said that human
encroachment and exploitation of Afnica’s
wilderness is like a devouring wave that sweeps
through and creates what conservationists call
an “Empty Forest.”
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“It’s catastrophic because it's not
sustainable,” Goodall sad m testi-
muony betore the LS. Congress Last
year.” Which means that not only
will the forests lose all their amimals,
but that those that used to disperse
scedds will no longer be there.” In
other words, if these animals disap
pear, the forest cannot regenerale.

John Robinson of the
Wildlife Conscrvation Society
says that the alarm calls over
and
forests are not eNVITONMEen:
Lal over-reactons, k']l]]l!_[ the

averhunting emply

I"||.III|| ':I' I1r- I\.I.ll ]I..ll"l'h,'l"ll.'ll i"
the great jungles of Asia a few
decades ago. In the 1970,
LERNSETY .Frii sl wore ool or

ganized or

cnough to realize what was

experienced

]|.|'.1;>-.'|||r1|'_ when Malaysian, Chinese, and
lapanese logging companies began large-scale
opening of forests in Southeast Asa. Widespread
bushimeat hunting followed, and in 30 years the
wildernesses of Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, and
Indonesia have fallen eerily quict

A United Nations report released this vear
stated that in Asia growing numbers of dties, land
degradation, and widespread neglect of envi
ronmental protection measures are leading 1o an
ecological disaster that could cost some $10 tril
lion to clean up over the next 30 years. Robinson
says the encroachment wave has already swep
through Asia and is now cresting on the forests
of Africa. If nothing 15 done, it will consume
Afnca’s wildlife, as well as its Precious tumiber sl

ITIEme® Fii] TESNUTTCS,

Endgames
Gireal apes are protected by the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species
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that are signatory to that treaty.
Burt in the bushmeat markets
of West and central Africa, you
wollkd never know it. War, so
cial upheaval, and a general col
lapse of many Alfrican
coonomies and imfrastructures
have created a world of maght
miakes-right and institutional

“In our culture, we eat everything,”
Bakarr says.”Almost 90 percent
of anything that moves in

West Africa is eaten.”

corruption. A familiar refrain in
the DRC is that it's a rich coun-
try of poor people. Everything in
this French-speaking country
works en principe ( which often
means not at all), and nothing
works without the omnipresent
bribery that locals call muiebeesh.
Logging companies from
Malaysia and China bring large
gifts of cash or goods to African
leaders in exchange for prime
timber concessions, some of
which are located inside national
parks.

According to  Ammann,
poaching for bushmeat in these
|:'|rl|[\'.‘Lll.'1.|. areas 15 rampant. One
rame warden he spoke with in
Gabon's Wonga Wongue reserve
reported that he would receive
faxcs from the office of Presidem

Omar Bongo listing animals desired for a state
dinner. “That meant if they wanted river hawik
or dq’hnn: or buffalo meat, he would have to g

shoot it and deliver it to the palace.” explains
Ammann. “If he didn’t do it, the army generals
would use it as an excuse o come in with heli-
coplers and shoot anything in sight”

As conservationists admit, many Africans are
VITy SCTOLS J.|'II.'LL[ CONServing the envirm T,
10sl every Alrmn

and alr T

government has a Forests
and Wildlife Department.
But comverting Western ides
into

about conservation

working programs in
African villeees has been na
ther easy nor always fruitful
(Often something 1s lost in

.:1:' |'.I'I"||.||Z|I|: wilh
misunderstandings on both
sitdes. Karl Ammann tells the

story of a gorilla habituation

program he

southeastern Cameroon that was

encouniered Im

Urying to sensitiee villagers to pri
mate conservation issucs with
T-shirts bearing the shoggan: Worth

I met the

more alive than dead
Chief of Police wearing one of
those T-shirts, and he tried 1o sl
us some chimps,” Ammann
recalls. “So his mlerpretation of
‘worth more alive than dead
scemied to be selling a live chimp

Similarly, one solution to the
bushmeat crisis proposed w
Western conservationists has been
to encourage Africans to eat

domesticated beel, pork, o

chicken rather Ii1.|'| lovresd
amimals. According to George B,
M. Ayilley, a Ghanaian professos

of Economics al American



University and author of the book Afreca i
Chaos, the effort has largely failed because such
animals are expensive to raise in a tropical rain-
foorest. Most African villagers tend 1o use domes
tic animals as Westerners use cxpensive wines
something for a special occasion. Bushmeat, on
the other hand, is free for the taking. Ayitley says
when conscrvationdsts encourage Afmcans o rely
on cows, i's like being told, “Let them eat cake.”

“Westerners have their own notions of ap-
propriate sources of prolein.” Ayitley says, “and
they go to Africa and think, "Well, if Americans
cal hamburgers, then the villagers in Africa should
also eat beef or go to McDonald's™

Every year the largest Western conservation
organizations navigate well-established channels
of influence and funding, creating proposals,
holding planning meetings, and negotiating with
armies of African ministers, all to create a }"H]il -
ical and cconomic framework upon which to
h.ll‘ltl workable [Programis. Since bushmeat he
camie a recognized conservation issue in the late
199005, many studics and plaris have been devisad
in the U.S.. in Europe, and in Africa focusing on
the problem. Agreements have been made with
timber companies to ban bushmeat and rifles
from concessons. Africn povernments i (zabon,

the Ceantral African J{L'_ruh!'.-.. and Camwroon have

agreed to enlarge protected areas

and prevent illegal logging and poach

ing there. (Ironically, the most successful
example of logging prevention in the region
has been the war in the DRC.) Commercial bush
meal hunting, especially with the use of wire
snares and powerful rifles, is strictly regulated in
miost West and cenitral African nations, with jail
time for poaching. But while these agreements
seem like progress e principe, some experts are
growing concerned that much of conservation’s
sound and fury does not translate into results in
the forest.

“It’s very hard to get anything 1o happen on
the ground.” says John Terborgh, professor of en
vironmental science and biology at Duke
University. “African governmenls can make all
sorts of agreements, but since they have no ca
pacity o implement them, these agrocments exist
largely on paper)

Terborgh says that in many African countries
Linws in general have more to do with maintaining
power than actual justice as it is understood in
the West. Politics and conservation issues become
onie and the same, and @5 such are governad more
by rratalvesh than the needs of wildlife, Western
conservation organizations working in the field
feel compelled 10 present upbeat reports to se

cure maore
funding and arc

reluctamt to criti-

cize African govern

ments for fear they will be

banished from these countries. Ultimately,
Amimann says, stopping something like the bush
meal trade comes down to the personal agendas

of African politicians.

“If you can get the Minister of Wildlife or the
President to listen to you, then maybe you can
create some political will,” he says sadly. “But right
now, as long as the minister wants to sec bush-
meat on his banqguet table, a CITES official isn't
going to say ‘Minister this has to stop!™

Can African wildlife be saved before it's too
late? Everyone in the conscrvation business has
a plan. Some offer ecotourism, others tout bet
ter enforcement of laws and protected arcas.
Community-based programs emphasize action
by African villagers in their local area. John
Robinson says the real issee is not whether a so-
lution can be found, but whether it can be found
int time. The time is now. .2~

John Tidwell, a freelance writer and r'nd'qn'n-
dent television producer, last wrote about Caspian
sturgeon i the May/Tune 2001 ZooGoer.

SEFTEMBER/CQCTORER 2001 - A00OGOEE 1T



